Gabon August 27 Presidential Election: repressiondrdens before a probable electoral coup d'Etat
Collective for Solidarity with Social and Political Srugglein Africa, Paris, 27 July 2016

The Bongo family and the Gabonese Democratic R@BG) have run Gabon since 196By rigging one
election after another, they have prevented thatcpd@rom becoming democratic. In spite of the digaisible

unpopularity of the outgoing Head of State andshigll reservoir of electors, as in other Africantaiorships
it is unlikely that a change of government willlm®ught about through an electoral process.

The lack of dialogue and agreement between Govearnared opposition about the electoral processfitsel
reason enough to predict that fraud will take placé that the real results of the election willtised upside
down. In the first-past-the-post presidential atecto be held on 27 August, if nothing is donadstore the
ground rules of democracy as they pertain to act@lal process, the most likely scenario will betaer Ali
Bongo victory, after he has been challenged byhileeor three main opposition candidates. His sedlebe
constructed via three stages of fraud. Firstly whth small number of people who have actually véoedim,
plus the votes of foreigners and other contentamiditions to the electoral registesecondly, on the day of the
vote itself, from ballot-box stuffing and falsifitan of result forms; and, finally, from supplemant
percentages added during the compilation of theltrésrms by the election commission (CEN}Rvith the
complicity of a Constitutional Court acquiescenttie outgoing Head of State.

According to representatives of Gabonese civil &gcithe current electoral roll, which has not bepdated
since 2013, lends itself to this scenario. Befdre 2013 local elections, the implementation of Ecteral
biometrics system by Gemalto was contested botérins of its cost and its effectivené€dn 10 March 20186,
a complaint was jointly lodged in Paris against @kmby the Representative Council of Black Asstaires in
France (CRAN) and the activists Marc Ona and Jeanquks Eyi Ngwaafor "passive and active bribery of
foreign or international public officials'Members of the opposition and civil society arendading an audit
of the electoral register. In early June, followiig) pre-electoral mission, the US-based NationaiDcratic
Institute (NDI) adopted the requirement, recommegdihat "Concrete steps should be taken to enhance
confidence amongst candidates and political panmig¢bhe voters list, and could include a profesalppublic
audit of the registry”, and proposing, unsuccegsfuhat there should be high level dialogue betwee
politicians, that citizen observers be allowed tonitor all phases of the electoral process actosountry,
and that the compilation of results be transp&rétnwever, the NDI made these recommendationsinatiee
process and, until now, they have not been of @i.av

The CENAP being moved, in early July, to the CifyDemocracy controlled by the Republican Guard has
underlined its lack of independence. The questicth® organization of the decentralized local breascof the
CENAP is a problem.The Constitutional Court has not changed since928d is still chaired by Mary
Magdalene MborantsubMany other difficulties in the electoral process/é been highlighted by civil society
representatives, among others "The identificatregjstration, and mapping of all voting centres aoding
stations so that the use of pirated ballot boxeslégtoral criminals can be avoided: the provisball of this
information to the public; the democratic safeguagdf the vote; the presence of national and iagonal
observers in the polling stations and in the varioompilation centres"On the whole, in spite of the fact that
the scenario to be expected for fraud is commomwlaeage, measures to prevent such fraud, or evemnga |
part of it, have not been taken.

The three main opposition candidates are Jean Bimg/Nzouma Ndama and Casimir Oye MB&n 15 July,
the CENAP validated 14 candidates. Six of them fewen micro-parties close to the government, and are

! with Togo, Gabon is at the head of the list ofumalated number of years in power without democreliange of president or
parliament in Africa 5.3. https:/iregardexcentrique.wordpress.com/2016/08885-26-ans-de-democratisation-dictature-et-demtieebientot-a-lequilibre-en-afrigue/
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® File on Biometrics (in French) by R. Marzintps:/regardexcentrique.wordpress.com/2015/0&i4fibmetrie-electorale-en-afrique-dossier/
* President Gabonese Observatory for the Sociald®edgility of Corporations, Government Services &mtustries (OGARSEAI)
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o ROLBG, meeting between NDI and Gabonese CiVi|EH§CB0.05.16http://www.afriquesenIutte.orq/afrique—centrale/qahlrticIe/rencontre—ndi—the»national
10 Jean Ping, Guy Nzouma Ndama of Heritage and Matgeresident of the National Assembly until 3118 and Casimir Oye
Mba of Union Nationale (the National Union party).




suspected of having for sole function the futurtification of lower than expected scores for thee¢ main
opposition candidates. Until now, the debate abloaitelectoral process has focused on Ali Bongsputed
birth certificates: This matter has been central to the Oppositiarsnsunications for the past two years; they
have wanted to show that Ali Bongo Ondimba hasffioci@ document proving that he is Gabonese byhbir
an essential condition to be eligible for the mieacy (Article 10 of the constitutionj.

In late March 2016, Gabon accepted the principla &uropean observation missigriThe European Union
(EV) at first envisaged financing a Gabonese auitiety observation projett,before focusing on its own
observation mission. It will send 60 people, of wh@2 will be long-term observers, and a mission of
Members of the European Parliament. On 25 Julyekea Mogherini said that "the establishment okal r
dialogue between the political actors would conti#bto the calming of the political climate and #wwidance

of tension and radicalizatior’®. The head of the mission, MEP Mariya Gabriel had,sThe central African
region needs now more than ever examples of detnoerad undisputed elections.” Unfortunately, imighr
situations, in dictatorships, the EU has experidmeeveral failures of its observation missions, tu¢heir
neutralization. An African Union mission of obsetiea, probably just as much of a sham as the rexees in
Chad and Djiboutf , has been announcéd

On 22 July, during a 48-hour visit with the Spedtapresentative for Central Africa, Abdoulaye Bigthihe
Deputy Secretary General of the United NationsHolitical Affairs Jeffrey Feltman "stressed the orpance

of holding credible elections, with the particigati of regional and international observers and ftee
participation of the media® However, the international community is currentbused on the need for
democratic change in the Democratic Republic ofd@orand Gabon's democratization process has receive
very little support, although frauds are being jprep upstreartr

The future electoral coup is taking shape throughpad increase in repression. Opposition demoistis are
prohibited. Arbitrary arrests are increasing. Itatoaround thirty members of the opposition andl Gociety
were arrested between 9-23 July.

For example, during a demonstration on 9 July,ethngion leaders, Jean Remy Yama, president ofifeu
grouping "Dynamique Unitaire - Dynamic Together"oder Ondo Abessolo, confederal secretary of
Dynamique Unitaire and Cyrlin Koumba Mba Essiangevarrested® and then on 21 July three young
members of "Union Nationale - National Union", asfewhom is the coordinator of the Youth Movement of
the party. On 23 July, a peaceful demonstrationwi@ently dispersed despite the presence in thet fine of
politicians, among them the candidates Casimir @@ and Guy Nzouba-Ndami&An AFP journalist Jean
Dabany, was "beaten up by the security forc&sThe army has been deployed in the Gabonese capital
impress and intimidate. The repression is mostheday the judicial police and the army, with theticgpation

of foreign mercenaries.

In the likely event of a new electoral coup in Gabthe country would enter into post-election canfl
exacerbated by the fact that this coup d'état winlldw the one of 2009 and the systematic elettobessts
that marked the 42 year rule of Omar Bongo Ondimba.

M http://www.marianne.net/election-presidentiellegabon-ali-bongo-faussaire-100244170.html

12 Under Article 10 "any person who has become Gafmbg acquisition of nationality may not be a cdatk for the presidency of
the Republic. Only offspring having remained withdnterruption in Gabon are allowed to be candislates of the fourth
generation."
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*Led by, among others, the Network of Free CivitiBty Organizations for Good Governance in Gabddl(RG).
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20 http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20160722-gabon-nouveHagestations-opposants-bongo, Jean Rémy Yamaijdenesof the SNEC,
president of the Trades Union Confederation "Dymami Unitaire - Dynamic Together" and general camthr of the Citizen
movement "Les témoins actifs - Active Witnessesig& Ondo Abessolo, president of the SYNATRASS igheal Union of Social
Affairs Workers), Confederal Secretary of unionugimg "Dynamique Unitaire" and member of the movet@émoins actifs",
Koumba Mba Essiane, president of the SYNPA (Natidgmion of Agricultural Personnel), member of th&étnoins actifs"
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The Collective for Solidarity with Social and Padél Struggle in Africa asks the French governmamd the
European External Action Service of the EU to:

- put pressure on the Gabonese government to cowigihyconstitutional freedoms, particularly the
freedom to demonstrate and freedom of expressimahpat an end to arbitrary arrests and detentions t
which members of the opposition, civil society d@he unions are being subjected,

- support the demands of the opposition and coliety with regard to the electoral process; among
other things real inclusive dialogue with the oppos parties before the vote, an audit of the teled
register, a restructuring of the CENAP, fair acdesthe opposition to public media, the opportynd
observe throughout the country transparent proesdor the collection and transmission of resualis]
publication of detailed, verifiable results,

- in order to prevent electoral conflict, proposec@nbined political and technical international
accompaniment for the electoral processes, in iaddio the technical EU observation mission which
runs the danger of being manipulated,

- report all instances of fraud, all failures teere the transparency necessary to guarantee line afa
the results, and all likely turnarounds of restit could happen,

- take into account the quality of the electorabgass when reassessing French and Europeal
cooperation with Gabon, with regard to the quaditd level of its democratic practices in helping
Gabon to become democratic.

Collective for Solidarity with Social and Politic8truggle in Africa, 27 July 2016,

12 Signatories: Enough is enough (Ca suffit comme Gabon), Network of Free Organizations of Gakene
Civil Society (ROLBG), Union for National SalvatiqtuSN, Djibouti), Paris Region branch of the Togale
National Alliance for Change (ANC-IDF, Togo), Uniaf the Populations of Cameroon (UPC), Collectite o
Democratic and Patriotic Organizations of the Caroeian Diaspora (CODE, Brussels and Paris), Fedarat
of Congolese from the Diaspora (FCD, Congo Bra#teyiChadian Vital Forces in Exile (Forces vives
tchadiennes en exil), Amicale PanAfricaine, Afric&truggles (Afriques en Lutte), Left Party (Parg d
Gauche), Europe Ecology-The Greens (Europe Ecolegi¥erts, EELV).

With regard to the 8 non-democratic countrieginca which will hold presidential elections in 26, the
Collective for Solidarity with Social and Political Struggle in Africa demands that the conditions
essential for an electoraprocess be met:

- no repression of the opposition,
- the prerequisite of minimum rule of law conditorireedom of the press, freedom to demonstrate,
freedom of organization for civil society and thaifical parties,
- inclusive dialogue with the opposition,
- consensus on the composition of a neutral Indép@rElectoral Commission,
- consensus on the method for producing the elglategister,
- the possibility to present legal challenges onfrof an indisputably independent court.
The demands that were made in the letter to thel&®&d 8 March 2016 can be found at the following (in

Fre n Ch) :https://eIectionsafrique.WordDress.com/2016/03M—b—d‘ibouti—tchad—Iettre—a—ue—DoIitique—euronae—et—processus-eIectoraux-sans—democratie—&_[ﬁxfdn—ZOlG/

Probable non-credible presidential electoral proceses in Africa in 2016

Date of Vote Country President Time in Power

18 February Uganda Yoweri Museveni 30 years

20 March + 10 April Congo Brazzaville  Denis Saslguesso 32 years

8 and 22 April Djibouti Ismaél Omar Guelleh 1Uncle 22 = 39

24 April Equatorial Guinea| Teodoro Obiang 37 gear

10 April + 9 May Chad Idriss Déby 26 years

27 August Gabon Ali Bongo 7 years + Father 4B=4
27 November or 2017 Congo Kinshasa Joseph Kabila 10 (2x5ys max)

1 December Gambia Yahya Jammeh 22 years




https://electionsafrique.wordpress.com/

TheCollective for Solidarity with Social and Political Struggle in Africa has devoted itself to a number of
events and crises, focusing on electoral processesyticular:

May 2016, Congo Brazzaville, Djibouti, Chad : Theious circle of electoral processes without deraogr
April 2016, Equatorial Guinea : Open letter to Fpgan union and french, spanish and american gowsm
April 2016, Djibouti, France, Ue: Analysis of th&eetoral process before the presidential electio8 April
April 2016: Chad, France: Analysis of the electanaicess before the presidential election of 1GIApr
March 2016, Congo Brazzaville: Analysis of the &beal process before the presidential electionGoMarch
March 2016, Congo Brazzaville, Djibouti, Chad: Opetiter to EU on 3 presidential without democracy
January 2016 : Djibouti, 21 December 2015 massautlehe brutal stopping of the electoral process
December 2015 : Congo Brazzaville : An Analysidhaf Constitutional Coup d’Etat — An Open Letteithe
UN, EU and the President of France

October 2015 : Congo Brazzaville : A Constitutio@alup d’Etat — An Open Letter to the European dnio
July 2015, Togo and European Policy: Letter to FHueopean Union about Togo and the democratizatfon o
Africa (reply in French)

May 2015, Togo : Letter to the UN, UE, OIF: presitlal elections and support for democratizatiosirnca
April 2015, Togo: Presidential election, are demggrand political change possible?

February 2015, Nine proposals to the European UttiGuipport democratization in Africa

February 2015, EU and African elections in 2015 &0d6: revive Europe relationship - Africa through
increased support to democratization'

November 2014, Chad, widespread repression agénsbnstrators cut international communications
October 2014 Burkina Faso, Africa: limiting the noen of presidential terms, no exception is no lenge
acceptable

October 2014, Chad, support for civil society inra@Hollowing the day ‘dead city'

March 2014, CAR and Chad, influence and involvenmei@AR | Déby of mid-2012 to January 2014
January 2014, Djibouti, press repression, electtisgiutes and European politics

December 2013, Chad, Information Package on pesgihiabilitation of Idriss Déby

November 2013, Togo, press following the visit afife Gnassingbé at the Elysee

October 2013, Chad, release on French policy irdCha

September 2013, Cameroon, communicated on legslati

July 2013, policy of France in Africa, statementrotitary influence

May 2013, Equatorial Guinea, parliamentary eleaiand elections Oil Press

April 2013, Togo, business fires, letter to LaurEabius

February 2013, Djibouti, Togo, Cameroon, Guineectebns: open letter to National Assembly

February 2013, Djibouti, elections: press

January 2013, Togo, elections, collective opemidtt the European Union

July 2012, Congo Brazzaville, elections, collecvatement

December 2011, Gabon, general elections: informatackage

October 2011, Cameroon, presidential election:rmadgion package, mobilization and rally

2010: fifty years of independence: patrticipatiorrganizing the demonstration on July 14, 2010

March 2010, Togo, presidential election: mobiliaatiadvocacy and communicated to EU




